
Choral  
Performance 
Level  
Assessment

VOCAL TECHNIQUE MUSICIANSHIP

Tonal Technique Breath Technique Artistry Music Reading
RESONANCE  

& VOWELS BLEND & BALANCE VOCAL FACILITY  
& INDEPENDENCE INTONATION BREATH MANAGEMENT DYNAMICS ARTICULATION DICTION RHYTHM (PRECISION,  

CLARITY, EXPRESSION)
EXPRESSION & ARTISTRY 
(STYLE, FORM, EXPRESSION)

RHYTHM &  
MUSICAL MARKINGS

MELODY, INTERVALS 
& AUDIATION

Level 1
ENTRY-LEVEL  
SINGERS OF  
ALL AGES

Discover the voice 
through vowel shape 
and space.

Learn to listen to 
each other through 
matching vowels.

Sing simple  
melodies clearly  
and accurately.

Discover good  
pitch through  
unison singing and 
matching vowels.

Learn to  
breathe together  
and energize  
the voice.

Discover dynamics 
though singing 
contrasting 
dynamics together.

Develop clear 
articulation  
through text.

Learn to enunciate 
together with open 
vowels and precise
consonants.

Discover rhythm, 
pulse, and energy,  
and sing simple 
rhythms accurately.

Express the mood 
of a song through 
varied dynamics and 
articulations.

Learn basic meters, 
note values, tempo 
markings, and 
dynamics.

Learn and explore 
basic melodies, 
intervals, key 
signatures, and  
2-part harmony.

Level 2
ELEMENTARY &  
MIDDLE SCHOOL

EMERGING HIGH SCHOOL

CHURCH / COMMUNITY

NON-AUDITIONED 
COLLEGIATE

Consistent  
resonance through 
the middle voice  
with basic vowels.

Blend through  
vowel uniformity  
and matching  
vowel shapes.

Clarity and accuracy 
of part singing 
with intervals, 
simple harmony or 
counterpoint, and 
minor dissonance.

Basic  
understanding  
of intonation  
develops though 
listening to others 
and audiation.

Good posture  
and low, onset  
breath develops  
a sustained  
tone through  
“moving air.”

Varied dynamics 
between songs  
and phrases.

Basic types  
of articulation  
and contrast, 
primarily legato.

Clarity of text 
through projecting 
consonants, moving 
air, and LEVEL 2 
vowels.

Precision of rhythm 
through unity of 
enunciation  
and discovery  
of inner pulse.

Discovers style 
through variation  
of dynamic, 
articulation, and  
text to convey a 
general mood for  
each piece.

Expand and add 
meters, note values 
and rhythmic 
combinations, 
expression and 
dynamic variation.

Increase intervallic 
boundaries note 
values, and key 
signatures as they 
apply to more  
chordal parts.

Level 3
ADVANCED  
MIDDLE SCHOOL

MANY HIGH SCHOOL, 
CHURCH / COMMUNITY

ENTRY-LEVEL  
COLLEGIATE

Consistent 
resonance in 
extended ranges  
and discover 
“registers”  
and “mix.”

Consistent blend 
within choir and 
within sections, 
and varied balance 
determined by 
repertoire.

Clarity and accuracy 
in extended registers 
are developed  
through relaxed, 
moving air and  
part independence 
allows divisi in  
some sections.

Develop listening 
skills of self, 
others, and develop 
tuning solutions 
for extended 
ranges, challenging 
tessitura, dynamic,  
or text.

Consistent onset 
breath sustained 
through phrase, 
moving from  
breath “support”  
into breath 
management.

Dynamic contrast 
between and within 
phrases, and is 
consistent with 
LEVEL 3 breath 
management.

Advanced 
articulations,  
and legato with 
forward motion  
and rhythmic 
energy.

Diction through  
onset and offset 
consonants, internal 
consonants and 
consonants before  
the beat consistent  
in English, Latin and 
one other language.

Inner pulse in 
individuals and 
ensemble allows 
for precision in 
more challenging 
rhythms.

Expression  
through attention to 
composer’s musical 
markings, text stress 
and unstress, and 
dynamics to convey 
the general meaning 
of the text.

Adding compound 
meters and more 
complex rhythmic 
structures, as 
well as expanding 
expression 
boundaries as found 
in more complex 
musical forms.

Confidence builds 
as wider intervals 
and more parts 
are expressed in 
different scales, 
inversions and key 
signatures, using 
hand signs.

Level 4
ADVANCED HIGH SCHOOL

EXCELLENT  
CHURCH / COMMUNITY

MANY COLLEGIATE

Resonance develops 
in all vowels 
(varied languages, 
diphthongs) through 
awareness of 
resonating spaces,  
and their 
modification.

Blend is the result 
of uniformity 
of rhythm and 
dynamic shape, 
which encourages 
consistent vocal 
approach and 
individual vocal 
development.

Ease and agility  
in extended ranges 
and tempi.

Develop listening 
skills of self, the 
singer’s section, 
between sections,  
and singers are 
aware of melodic 
and harmonic 
tuning.

“Singing on the 
breath,” and 
consistent breath 
energy through 
onsets, catch 
breaths, and 
developing appoggio.

Beauty of  
dynamics from p–f 
through consistent 
resonance, breath 
energy, and subtle 
dynamic contrast 
within phrases.

Artistic 
interpretations of 
articulations though 
variation of text 
stress, rhythmic 
emphasis, or phrase.

Diction develops 
clarity through 
attention to poetic 
stress and meaning. 
Variations of 
enunciation for 
expressive and 
stylistic purposes.

Precision, accuracy, 
and consistency 
in all styles and 
using rhythm as an 
expressive element.

Expression develops 
through phrase 
shaping, as well 
as poetic word or 
syllabic stress and 
release, in style 
of historically 
informed practices.

Mastery of varied  
and complex 
meters, note values, 
expression marks 
open vistas to a  
wide breadth of 
styles and notations.

Understanding 
and audiating all 
intervals and keys 
up to five sharps or 
flats with Kodaly 
hand signs and 
syllables in three-  
to eight-part chords.

Level 5
HIGH-LEVEL COLLEGIATE,  
CHURCH / COMMUNITY 

MANY  
SEMI-PROFESSIONAL

Develop a vibrant, 
overtone rich sound, 
consistent in all 
registers, dynamics, 
styles, and texts.

Blend is a result of 
consistent vibrant, 
overtone rich sound 
in all sections,  
as well as unified 
musical elements.

Ease and agility  
in sustained 
tessituras and  
styles, including  
non-Western styles.

Consistency  
of intonation  
in all registers,  
styles, tempi,  
or vibrato use.

Develop onset of 
breath preparing 
vowel, pitch, 
articulation, 
rhythmic shape,  
and understanding 
of all aspects  
of appoggio.

Dynamics follow 
composer’s 
intentions as well 
as express artistic 
vision, while 
demonstrating  
LEVEL 5 resonance 
and breath energy.

Articulation  
develops as a result  
of artistically 
sung text and 
understanding  
of musical style.

Develops fluency 
and enunciates 
clearly with 
appropriate dialect 
and tonal variations 
as determined by 
language, style, 
or performance 
practice.

Rhythm becomes an 
expressive element 
with varied weight, 
momentum, and 
artistic flexibility, 
in addition to 
precision.

Mature artistry 
develops through 
a detailed 
combination of 
musical elements 
and composer’s 
markings.

All meters, note 
values, tempi, 
common markings 
and descriptive 
phrases are 
understood and  
easily expressed  
in any genre.

All keys, intervals, 
scales, inversions,  
and chordal 
combinations are 
expressed musically 
up to eight parts.

Level 6
TOP PROFESSIONAL &  
SEMI-PROFESSIONAL 

RARE COLLEGIATE

Singers produce a 
vibrant, overtone 
rich sound, 
consistent in all 
registers regardless 
of musical demands.

Individual’s 
technique allows 
exacting ensemble 
or blend, regardless 
of style or tonal 
approach.

Any vocal challenge, 
divisi, is possible 
with coaching.

Intonation is 
flawless and varied 
as needed adjusting 
for temperaments, 
historical or non-
Western styles, 
or compositional 
demands.

Superb breath 
technique allows 
singers to create  
a wide palate  
of sounds.

Dynamics are the 
result of a natural 
mix of an artistically 
sung line, stylistic 
and historically 
informed practice, 
and composer’s 
indications.

Articulation is 
varied with regard to 
subtle and specific 
needs for language, 
poetic declamation, 
balance, dynamic, 
tessitura and vocal 
needs.

Fluency of diction 
results in a wide 
and uniform palate 
of vowel colors 
and subtle shaping 
of consonants as 
determined by 
style and linguistic 
demands.

Inner pulse  
and subdivision  
leads to a vibrant, 
unified, and flexible 
rhythmic approach.

Choir sings as 
vocal artists as in a 
chamber ensemble. 
Text is sung in a 
poetic way that 
combines with 
insightful attention  
to musical detail.

All elements 
mastered.

All elements 
mastered.
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